The 12th ICCBMT meeting (Potsdam, 29 May-1 June 2017) was part of an international conference series with a long tradition; for the first time, it took place in Germany. The aim of this conference was to disseminate state-of-the-art information about the structure, function, and interactions of the mineral, extracellular matrix, and cellular components in vertebrate and invertebrate tissues such as bone, cartilage, teeth, and shells, while encouraging collaboration among multidisciplinary investigators across various diverse scientific disciplines. The format and the location of this meeting were conducive to foster significant interaction among attendees.
INTRODUCTION
Preface to the proceedings of the 12th international conference on the chemistry and biology of mineralized tissues Chicago and has been held approximately every 3 years since then. The ICCBMT has become one of the most important scientific gatherings in the field of basic bone and tooth research as well as biomineralization in general. The meeting series emphasizes physicochemical, biological, and clinical topics concerning mineralization processes in vertebrate and invertebrate species. These include, but are not limited to, cell and molecular biology of mineralized tissue formation, hormone and cytokine regulation of mineralized tissues, signaling pathways, structure and function of extracellular components of mineralized tissues, model systems of biomineralization, disorders and pathology of mineralized tissues and development of therapeutic approaches, and new technologies for studying crystal structure and formation.
Previous ICCBMT meetings were held across the United States and in France and Canada: • Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, United States, in 2013 (ICCBMT-11) This pluridisciplinarity focused on mineralized tissues. The reasonable number of participants and the friendly atmosphere of the meetings have enabled a number of young Principal Investigators and students to create unique networks, thereby triggering their development. Indeed, one hallmark of the ICCBMT Conference is its focus on early career researchers to whom a total of 34 travel grants were distributed; the recipients were selected by a committee based on the quality of the submitted abstracts (see Figure 1) .
The Conference was held in the city of Potsdam, which has the largest World Heritage Site in Germany, along with several important historical and cultural landmarks. As the capital and largest city of the German federal state of Brandenburg, Potsdam borders Germany's capital city, Berlin.
Around the city of Potsdam, there are a series of interconnected lakes and cultural landmarks, in particular, the parks and palaces of Sanssouci. This city was planned to embrace the ideas in the Age of Enlightenment, through a careful balance between architecture and landscape, and, it was intended as "a picturesque, pastoral dream" which reminded its residents of their relationship with nature and reason. Potsdam was a residence of the Prussian kings and the German Kaiser, until 1918. The famous Potsdam Conference, after the Second World War, was held at Palace Cecilienhof in 1945.
This Conference was dedicated to the founder of the ICCBMT Conference series, Prof Arthur Veis (see Figure 2 (a)) as well as to Prof Adele Boskey (see Figure 2(b) ), a pillar of the mineralized tissue world and president of the ICCBMT for many years. Professor Boskey passed away unexpectedly on 2 May 2017, just a few days before the beginning of the Conference. A total of 34 awards were made to young scientists, from the USA, Canada, Israel, India, China, and various European countries. Some of these awards were sponsored by grants from the National Institutes of Health, by the German Science Foundation (DFG), and by various foundations (see logos on the right of the figure) . The articles that appear in this issue of Connective Tissue Research are based on selected contributions and constitute the Proceedings of the Conference. The contributions to this issue are highlighted in the oral program listed below.
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